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"A village that does not know its own history may
be likened to a man who has lost his memory".
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INTRODUCTION

This is the story of Shamley Green, a beautiful
village in the district of \&verley in the county of
Surrey. It is situated midway between the County
town of Guildford and the large village of
Cranleigh. It is bordered in the east by Blackheath
and FarleyHeath and in the west by the
Cranleigh Watebranch of the River Wey.

Shaméy Green, or Shamele as it was first re
ferred to in a taxation list of 1332, consisted of a
collection of small farms and houses forming a
hamlet that was part of thd?arish of Wonersh

in BlackheathHundred. It was also known by

other names such as Shateb (1544), Shameleigh

children's home called Oakhurstprmerly a
chicken farm, with an overgrown gardeim
Stroud Lane. On completion of their task they
renamed it Stroud Folly. In 1992 a new house
built in the grounds of Summerdeor the retire
ment of Sir Douglas and Lady Morpeth has been
named Winterden

In 1851, according to the Census Return of that
year, there were six hundred households. By
1891,there were approximately eight hundred
people. Today Shamley Green has a plagion

of just overtwo thousand.

*kkk k%

(1548), Shamley Greene (1604), Shambley (1607),Archaeological finds in the area suggest that

Shamley1690) and Shemley Green (1729).

To help us understand how the name evolved it
is necessary to study its derivation. Differences in
spelling were not unusual and according ket
English PlaceName Society it is a compound of

Old English "Sceamel" and "leah”. The meaning of _

there was an occupation in RomaBaitish times.
Many Roman coins were found between 1914 and
1918 opposite Pellgate in the Guildford Road. A
second century coimvas found at Green Lane
(Frere 1946).

O.E. "Sceamel" is a bench or table. In German ¥

"Scheme!" means a ridge, bank or the like.
While the name endings of the earliest phase of
AngleSaxon settlment were "ing", "ton" and

"ham", a"ley" or clearing indicated second phase

subsidiarysettlement. The Lords Hill area of the

village in the Place Names of Surrey is Lordeleshil

in 1565 and_oddeleshill in 1589. On an old map
of 1640 thearea is markeddsons Common, then
in 1768 HolyCommon, 1793 Lodge Hill Common
and in 1816_ords Hill Common.

Shamley Green has a wealth of old timbered
framed buildings. Most of these houses are
now listed buildings and have been recorded
by the Domestic Buildings Remeh Group
(Surrey). Thenames of a few of them can be
traced back to thel3th, 14th and 15th centuries.
For example Haldidharm was Havelders in 1228
(Calendar RollsReel Hall Farm is La Ryhull in
1272 (AssizeRolls). Some are derived from
owners name. Forexample Hyde Farm, the home
of "Robert ate (atHide", Longacre of "Hugo de
Langenacre" Hulihatch and Hullbrook "William
ate Hulle" (1332 Surrey Rolls). Even twentieth
century houseshave been built and named for
different reasons. In1965 Gerard ad Lydia
Talbot Smith bought arecently closed

A Romano-British Burial Urn

At Holmcroft Nursery in Green Lane a Rormano
British burial urn was found and is now in Guild
ford Museum. In 1954 Mr. Bunting, farm
manager at Hullbrook Farm, found a large flaked
flint axe ina field there. While &ld walking since
1977 on lanceither side of the River Wey near
Shamley Greenlan Wiliams found Romano
British pottery and aRomaneBritish brooch. In
total about one hundredand fifty shads of
Roman pottery were foundThese were mainly
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manufactured atAlice Holt,near Farnham and
date from the late 2neBrd certury A.D. Other
fragments derive from Oxfoshire, the New
Forest and East Sussex.

The brooch is a "dolphin” type, of copper alloy. The
bow tapers to a point, the crossbar survives in part,
but the spring, pin and parts of the catchplaiee
missing. The original hook at the top of the bload
broken off and the brooch had been repaired in
antiquity by replacement with a hole drilled through
the head of the bow. There is some beaded
decoration. The brooch seems to be of an
earlier date than the pottery which sugsts a
possible local settlement site. However, the lack
of buildng material and poor qualityand
range of the pottery indiates probably no
more than apeasant farmstead.

Besides te RomaneBritish discoveries, the
finding locallyof many hundreds of prehistoric
flint artifacts, dating from thevarious periods
over severathousand years, shows the ricbss

of ancient human occugen in the Shamley
Green area.

1871 Silver Bugle

During the SecondNorld War, an evacuee
named Diedrey, who later married Harry Pyle,
found a smalll871 bugle in the pond, now
dried up, at the bottom of thedrive of Cherry
Tree Cottage at Lords Hill. It wasrt of an
Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light faimtry
regimentd dinner service. The regiment was
stationed briefly in Cranleigh during the First
World War. Recentlywhile out walking she
found shads of 18th Century pottery which

has been confirmedo have been made in the
Ash/Farnborough area.

In 1657, Oliver Cromell granted a Charter to
the village in return for an annual payment of
6s. 8d.to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He
granted thecharter to Benjamin Weston and
William LewislLords of the Manor or Soil of
Shamley Greemithin the Parish of Wonersh.
This allowed thevillagers the right to hold a
fair and market yearlpn St. Barnabas Daythl
June and St. Lukes Day 18th October or the
following day if either of thesalates was a
Sunday, for ever. The Charter weanfirmed

by Charles Il in 1660, shortly taf the
Restoration. St. Luke's Day Fair was for the sale
of cows, horses and sheep. This helped
farmers todispose of surplus livestock before
the winter fodder shortages.

There was a landowner called Benjamin Weston
living at Sutton and Waltown-Thames and

a William Lewis (History & Antiquities of the
Countyof Surrey- Manning and Bray Volume
II). There isa plaque and memorial to William
Lewis's son ifKingston Church. Perhaps these
two gentlemen were the recipients of the
Charter.

In the 17th and 8th centuries Shamley Green
was still an isolated hamlet. Only tracks joined
it to Wonersh; along these, after 1683 children
walked to and from school each day. Their
fathers walked many miles to work. It was
predominantly an agcultural area. William
Cdobett in his "Rural Ridesbn 8th August,
1823 crossed the Wey and Arwanal at Run
Common. He observed that only threhings
grew well in the Weald of Surrey, namely
grass, wheat and oak trees.

It is difficult for us to realize the extremes of
poverty which existed right up to the Second
World War. Surrey was not a wealthy county
in earlier times as it is today. Agricultural
labourers receiveda pittance wage and had
large families to feed andlothe. Some relief
was available from bequeathefdinds suchas
Smiths Charity. In the early 19tentury the
punishment for poaching a rabbit @tealing
a sheep could be life imprisonment or
deportation. It is no wonder that tales of
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smugglingactivities abounded. With the growth

of free trade, excise duties wergradualy
lowered and as workrs wage increased
smuggling declined. The refeence to
smuggling recalls to mind a poem by
Rudyard Kipling. In the "Just So Stories" he also
mentions Shamley. The first line of the poem
reads "Thereuns a road by Merrow @vn" and

the fifth verse is as follows:

Then beavers built in Broadstonebrook
And made a swamp where Bramley stands;
And bears from Shere would come and look
For Taffimai where Shamley stands.
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VILLAGE LIFE AND EVENTS

Even after a hard day's worllage
folk could still find time and energy
for their favourite form of
recreation.

Undoubtedly the sport most asseci
ated with the village is cricket,
which has been played on the
Green sincel840. Even during the
1939/45 war, awraid warnings
permitting, the game stiltontinued,
although in one season th&eam
managed to devastate the surround
ing area by smashing
four windows, afew @
roof tiles and the
window of astationary
bus! Whenever there
was a breakage the §&
batsman had to stand af#
round of drinksfor all
the players.

Cricket Team 1900s

disqualified! Among the
cottagers whowon prizes
were Mrs. Street, Mrs.
Baker andMrs. Valler;
two  teapots were
donated as prizedy a
lady from Wonersh.

As laid down in the
Charter of 1657, the high

Another popular
event was the flower
show, where at the

light of the year was the
visit of the annual fair in
June. With the pssage

of time this evolved into
a fair with roundabouts,
dodgems and swings and
continued up until 1990.

Cotage Garden Show
in 1885 there was
friendly rivalry amongst
the chidren in their

competiton for the . Once during the 1930s
prettiest bouquet of Fete 1989 there was a freak snow
wild flowers. Hovever, in the adult sectionne storm wheraipon a huge snowball was

lady who would havereceived first prize in ~ Promptly made on the Green. gentleman with
cIuded a potato flower, so she was the nameof "Tower" Attfield atended the fairs

pushing his barrow from
Cranleigh laden with winkles and
cockles.

All through the 193915 War, Jack

~ = Holden of the Forrest Stores drove a
stake into the ground on Fair Day,
11th June to maintain the right to

hold a fair. Since the 1980s, Don
Nunneley has organised the village
féte on the Green with various

organizations taikag part.

T S AR LS S E e e R &% For the musically minded there
Hospital Saturday Collection Day 5th November, 1898 was, at the turn of the entury, the
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Wonersh Fife and Drum Band wleollected
annually around the villagedor the Royal
Surrey County Hogpi, Guildford; Doug

(George) Elliottvould dress as a clown and carry
the collecting box.

Volunteer Red Cross Nurses
L to R: Mrs. Stent, Miss Sis. Sayers, Mrs Clementson, Mrs Bibby, Miss Jane Valler,
Miss Locket, Nurse H. Graham, Mrs A.E. Elliott, Miss Ayling

However life changed considerably for every
one with the onset of the war in 1914, as
one hundred and . ‘

forty four men s
from the village
joined the Forces.
Canadiansoldiers
arrived andwere
billeted around the

Green. Several
village ladies
joined the Red

Cross and helped
with the unloading
of the wounded at

Bramley Station and also nursedt Unstead
Park, whichwas used as a hospitahnd

convalescent home.Soldiers marching to the
South Coast stopped ahe Green and_ocket's

Football Team 1952/3

g oo x

ngy AT ok . T e ;
Tug of War Team, “Occy” (Reg) Jarrad (seated left)

Barn (garage) served as a first aid post for the
treatment of blisters.

A yowngboy at that time also remembereskeing

a Zeppelin floating over the pine trees in
Woodhill Lane. The village children were not
forgotten and the Gossage family of
Woodlandsgave Chrigshas parties, also trips
to the pantomime at theTheatre Royal in
Guldford, followed by tea atAyers. There
was a prisoner of war camp fa@dermans at
the Hallams

One of the earliest Women's Institutes was
started here in 1920. Among their various
activities Mrs. Scutt inaugurated a party in
the Arbuthnot Hall in the 130s fo elderly
people from St. LukeWorkhouse in Guildford.
More recently annualgarden parties have
been held in conjunction withAge Concern
from Westminster. In 1938 a comiiion was

Sid Stevens

held on how to make a dress for 3s. §di7p),
which had to inclde belt, buttons and all
trimmings, and then to be modeld by the
owner! InAugust 1980 they won first prize for
their handcraft entry entitled "South
Pacific" at the annuaCranleigh Show. The
W.I. has always welcomedewcomers and
their monthly meeting are always enjoyed by
members who appreciate the feeling of
"belonging" to the village.

For those with strong muscles, the tug of
war matches against neighbouring villages
were their favourite occupation. "Occy"
(Reg) Jarradwho for over thirty years

<

1 voluntarily clearedthe village of litter, was a

keen member of the locakam who called
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themselves the "Beagles" ofanyard Farm
(Tanyards)

By the late 1920s the football club played on a
field just beyond Gristhill Farmifter 1945, they
resumed playig on the field opposite Pound
Land Before this transport to away matches
was eitherby bicycle or pony cart until David
Hill, one of thefirst villagers to have motor
transport, took theplayers. The club won the
Guildford and DistricBouthern League Cup
1929, 1930, 1931. SiBtevens, a goalkeeper,
was signed on by Guildfor@ity Football Club,
playing from 1953 to 1956.

Any broken ankles or other injuries, would have
necessitated a visit to the doctor. Before the
village had its resident doctor in 13, Dr.
Graham wouldtake surgery twice a week at
the Court House ', charging 2s. 6d. (12p) a
visit. When Mrs. Cicely Pursey was born, in
January 1902, her father had to walk througlur
feet of snow to Bramley to fetch theoctor.
When Dr. Alan McGlashamad his practice at
Timbers this greatly benefited the village. Dr.
Thomas Yoxall and his wilgr. Mary then took
over the surgery. Thignally closed in 1971 and
since then péents rely on the group practice
based inWonersh.

For the wealthier residdgnm and holidaynakers,
during the 1930s there was a livery stable at
Woodhill Farm, rented from th&yms family by
Harrison Pyle. Some dheir fourteen horses
were successful in the Surrey Union Farmer's
Hunt Point to Pointmeetings. The stables closed
at the onset ofthe Second World War but
famous clientdad included Vic Oliver, Professor
C.E.MJoad and members of Alfred Hitchcock's
family.

The "Tumblers" complexearby hashad a
chequered history. Shortly before th8econd
World War there were some fen barnswhich
were converted into the Valley Place Riesitial
Road House with an attractive ballroom, kibe
enterprise was unsuccessful and only lasted
short time. However during the war when
Sid Purkiss was batman to Major R. Fitch
Kemp, theMajor said that if they were both
lucky enough tosurvive he would take on an
hotel and Sid coulavork for him.

Shortly after the war he contacted Sid to say
that he had bought Valley Place and that there
was a joband accommodation for Sid and his
wife Olive. Tie hotel was renamed Tumblers
after the two tumblerpigeons the Major had
purchased which he calleid and Olive.
Among the many visitors in th&950s were
the actor Trevor Howaradhe film actress Jean
Simmonsand other film star friends of Alfred
Hitchock It was also patronized hyilots from
Skyways at Dunsfold Aerodrome. Whehe
Major became more interested in market gar
dening, he sold the hotel and Sid and his wife
later moved to Hullmead.

Diana Loyd, who later married Lord Stonehaven,
recalls hat in the 1920s when she was a girl
at Upper House, the big event in her life was
the annual flower show. Don Twine who was a
gardener there remembers how much extra
work thismade for the staff! There were large
marquees on the lawn full of fruit and
vegetables and homemade wine. Her father
would invite various London clulsiends to do
the judging. Once a year the famikyould
invite relatives and friends to stay and play
cricket against the local village team.

In the 1930s, the village band was inesitiance
with "Daisy" Elliott on his "liquorice stick" pic
colo, Harold Stevens playing the big drum

e S

Seymour Glew fund raising with Jessie Matthews

and Dixey Batchelor on the mouth organ. The
band had many engagements and Seymour
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(Sticky) Glewrecalled on one {"# ¥4
occasion when, having playedss
their pieces & Willinghurst and ’
marched a mile down tahe
gates they realised that they
had forgotten to play the ¢
"King" so there was nothing for}

produce a rendering, much to
the amusements of the
residents.

In 1936 a branch of the Float, Coronation Day 1937
British Legion wasformed by

Colonel Stallard of the Old Vicarage datterly
Shamley House and although an actoantre
was never established in the village it boasted
some eighty members who held their
meetings inthe Arbuthnot Hall. During the
Second World W Tom Greenland, as
entertainments officer, prmoted dances
with "Son" Sayers and his bamadoviding the
music, at the Arbuthnot Hall for th€anadians
and other troops from Milford. Profittrom
these dances enabled presents of tobacco to be
sent to memlers serving in the armed forces.
Despite five yearly lectures and garden fetes
after the war, attendances dwindled. Dane
Boustead waslegion Secretary/Chairman for

wet, the vilagers celebrated with a poession
of floats, includingHullbrook Dairy; Mrs.
Gertrude Ellis from theschool surrounded
by chidren, as Old MotherHubbard; the
Forrest ®res; and David Hill's motor witlthe

carnival queen and heattendants. An "Old
and Young" cricket match wagplayed in
period costume.

Little did one realise that in two years time life
would change yet again when 135 members of
the community served inthe armed forces
during the193945 War.

Early in the war evacuees were sent down from
London and were billeted with many different
housénolds. The main group

from Magdalen Road and
Garratt Lane L.C.C. School,
Earlsfield came with their

headmaster Mr. QGrsskey and

also Miss Stey. They first

attended lessons in the Chapel,
later moving to the Church

Room.

Twelve of the boys and Miss
Storey were blketed with Mr.
and Mrs. Rooper at Reel Hall
: 5=y (Reel = rill or stream) while Mr.

Evacuees in front of Chapel Crosskey stayed at Radifouse.

L to R: Miss Storey, Sid Killick, Mr Crosskey The M ag d al en R oad SCh OOI
fifteen  years. Recently  the branch badge was theletter "M" and the village
amalgamated with the Cranleigh British children poked fun at itand called the
Legion. evacuees monkeys; this caused quiefew

fights. Wednesday afternoon was the time for
The Cormation of George VI in May  writing letters to parents, which were checked
1937 meant a day off work! Ahough rather by the Headbefore posting.
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Deirdre Pyle (nee Lee) recalls that she, her

mother, brother and younger sister came to
ShamleyGreen in October, 1940 as her father
was a regularsoldier stationed at Cranleigh.
They were billetedvith Mr. and Mrs. Stanley
GordonClark, an elcerly couple, at
Thanescroft.

Mr & Mrs Gordon-CLark

The Lees had just oneoom in which to
live, eatand sleep. The househotnsisted of

a cook, parloumaid, housemaid, lady's
maid, chauffeur and Mr. Bowbrick the
gardener wholived in the cottage. The Lee
family hadto enter the housethrough the
kitchen door,which did not always pleagbe
cook. The Gordoflarksvere kindly people, but
having no family of their ownthey must
have found itstrange to have young ctien
around. Every evenirtpey dressed for diner,
and if guests were invited, theiretired butler
would come to help. Eventually Harry Lee was
trained to wait at table, wearing a new swhich
they bought him for this purpose. One waars if
they knew how he tried the sherry when they
withdrew to the drawing room! The front garden
being out of bounds, the children would sneak their
friends over the fence and into the shrubbery
andice house which were ideal places to play.
Theyonce found a baby cuckoo and were most
surprisedwhen it died faving fal it liquorice
allsortd

Mrs. GordorClark would play the piano for the
children to singand also took them to St. Paul'
andWestminster Cathedral for an outing. She
organized the Girl's Friendly Society at the
ChurchRoom producing plays and teaching
handicrafts.

Ice House at Thanescroft

The evacuees were fully occupied when not at
school. The seasons came and went; they
were punctuated with potato picking,
gathering rosehips for syrup, trampling grass
in the silo at Reel Hall, picking up walnuts,
climbing old elm trees dside the Red Lion
and colouring in illustratedexts. These were
provided by a Mr. Patching whdre visited in
the summer with hisTent Mission for children,
pitchinghis tent near the duck pond.

The Magdalen Road Schootuened to London

in 1943 but te Lees transferred to the
Village School since they had no home in
London, having arrived in London from India at
the outbreak of war. They moved to Blackmoor
Paddockn 1944. Later, Deirdre married alivked in
one of the first houses to be built in Hullad.
Another evacueeShirley Vodden, also stayed
andmarried a local boy, Freddy Punter.

Another schoolgirl was Jandnes (nee Box)
who lived at Little Cucknells, Woodhill Lane
and she said that due tthe lack of help in the
garden, her mother borrovedome geese from
Mrs. Knight's poultry farm aHillyfields nearby
to keep down the lawn. Jane witrthetis and John
Blacker from Pasturewoddrmeda "spotters club”
and learned all about aircraft. Evenger to find
some souvenir, one day at Winterfdldey found

a "butterfly" bomb, which they recatdzed from
posters - so they surveyed it from afathrew
stones at it and as nothing happened Jaoek

it down to the local constable in her bicycle
basket; what a wigging she received!
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Her mother was part o fire fighting party and
housed the stirrup pump. John Syms at
Madgeholé* had the ladder and Sid Killick at
Reel Hall Cottagehad the bucket. A good
thing the enemy neverinvaded Shamley
Green! As a Girl Guide she oftelondered why
the men retreated 6 Wonersh aftertheir

exercises, perhaps the pub was better there?

Reel Hall - Watercolour by Henry Sage

Cucknells Wood, Stroud Lane has been man
aged for nearly twenty years by the Surrey
Wildlife Trust. It was generously donated to
the Trust byJane Lines and her sister Susan
Simpson. Itncludes some twenty five acres
of ancient seminatural woodland with over
seventy species of flowering plants.

Irene Batchelor (nee Churcher)
Bonfire Queen 1953

Although glow worms are m®ming quite rare
they can still be seen in a gardeearby.

Both Jane and Deirdre recall playing in a tum
ble-down cottage above Tumblers where in
the pasta whole family died of tuberculosis. It

was known by the children as the "Bogey
House", a bit creepy with its rotting floorboards
and uncovered well. Iffinally disintegrated
when a bomb fell nearby, buhe orchardhad
lovely sweet yellow apples whictvere just
right for scrumping by the village boys.

The village has been policed since 1851 when
Peter Pierce was in charge, and in
1881 P.C.Hackmars wife went by the
lovely name of "Cofort". Over the years,
there have been several housdsr the
village constable, one near Tanyard Farm,
then at the White Cottage (Shrubbery
Cottage) neathe garage and in 1937 at No.
2 Sweetwater Lane.

P.C. Quinain in his book "Policeman on
the Beat" recalls that during his life teein
the last warapart from a "Peeping Tom",
at Upper HouseFarm and a gang of
chicken thieves ready to stleir haul on the
black market, there was an eldethdy who
swore she saw Fifth Columnists dressesl
clergymen, sitting on a stile in a fiaddly to find
on investigation that they were students from
the Seminary nar Lostiford swotting for exarhs
Theywere always dressed in black with shallow
crowned hats and went around in groups of
three.

Two bombs which were intended for the railway
line @ Run Common fell near Run Farm Cottage
completely shaking thdoundations so that it
was later demolished, the second bomb fell
down the well. One bomb fell only two
hundred yards fromthe White House (Pound
Land) but no one was huithe Village Storesal

its windows blown oufrom the blast of a bomb
dropped in Brambg Fire extinguishers for the
whole villagewere kept at theshop in the war
time.

A unit of the RAM.C. were billeted at Woodhill
Manor directly after Dunkirk. The soldiers set to
and sgthed the tennis court but the ground was
too rough to play so they settled for cricket but
spentmost of the time looking for cricket balls lost
in theundergrowth. They also enjoyed fishing for
carp inthe lakes. After they left the Canadians
moved inard dances were arranged for them up
at the Hallams with the Merry Five
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accompanying them. Thes®ldiers took part in
the Dieppe raid and many neveetuned. The
allies suddenly departed taking sor&hamley
Green girlsas their brides and lethe house ira
bad stateof repair, to the greatdelight of the
village children who had funexploring the
rooms. One day when P.QQuinain went to
wind up the turret clockwhich had the still dis
cernible date of 1726he found that the local
youths had unhookethe pendulum whichhad
crashed down onto the stables. Sono
longer could itschimes be heard in the
village. After a shorspell as a poultry =
farm, Woodhill Manor reverted to a
private dwelling.

There is an intriguing story recountec
by P.C.Quinain that a newcomer to
the Green, complained about the
dangerous riding of bicyclesn the

Village Greenso the Council erected
six notice boards stating that vehicle
were forbidden. Most of the villagers
were up in arms and thredoards

mysteriously disappearedVhen VE &2
day was announcegbreparations went |
ahead for a hugebonfire. When
"Quinny" pedalled across the Gre
the next morning the remaining boards
had disapeared but the bonfire was
still smouldering.

foundedand this became a popular everiilaine

Woods (nee Rigden) was twice choseg
to be Queen.The money collected =
was sent to the Nationahssociatio
for the Blind and for their splendidi
efforts in 1949 the Hon. Mrs. Loyd o
Upper Housepresented them with a §

banner.

The men serving in the Force
gradually reurned and Flight Lt
Simon Coker, an ex flyindpoat
captain, having met the Syms famil
in the services started the Hurtwood
Rural Industries, supplying timber
sand and gravel and erectingrew
building at the Woodhill sangpit to
house thesaw mills and lorries. He

Chris Harding, Fancy
Dress VE Day

SHADES 1960s production of “Where There’s a Will”

was assisted by Hardarrad, an army veteran of
both wars.

Rationing and coupons were beginning to be a
thing of the past when the Coronation of Queen
Elizabeth 11 took place. Does it akwagin on royal
occasions? Despite this the village celebrated in
style with an Elizabethan fair, devised by Sir Philp
Gibbs, which included Pam Leadam on
horsebackas Queen Elizabeth | led by Harry
Pyle. Variougostumed musicians entertained
outside a mak-up of a Tudor
building.

For a time in the 1950s, Molly
Welch, FredNewton and Joyce
Jarrad ran a Youth Club. Aftdre
refurbishment of the Arbuthnot
Hall in the 1960s, Peter Nash,
Chris Harding and Carol Hedger re
established the Club which ran
until 1982. Molly was also the
inspiration behind the formation of
the Lords Hill Playground.

Since being founded by Reg
Higden in the1950s drama has
been much in evidence, with the
SHADES (Shamley Green Amateur
Dramatic and Entertainment

Society) presenting amy plays
one of which "The Warning" was written
In 1945 the Bonfire Boys Association was especially forthem by their president, Sir
Philip Gibbs.

Vi Stevens centre, Eric Thomson seated right
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During the late 1960s the Society was on ice, but
was reformed in 1972, when Dennis and 2
Marion May joined, performing both
pantomimes and playdn 1993 they celebrated
their twenty first anniversaryvith the group. In
July, 1990 with the help of marfyiends and
parishioners, the Mays presentedRageant

of Shamley Green in the grounds of
Longacre School. For six evenings of
wonderful weather this wa viewed by nearly
one thousand people. With a cast of one
hundred plus horses andntage transport, the
life of the village was enactedom the time of
the Romans and the weaving trad® the sl RN G e
modem day. In 1991 and 1992 summer Pam Leadam as Queen Elizabeth | with Harry
festivals were also held. Pyle holding the horse

For some years a Badminton Clakt weekly in
the Arbuthnot Hall. Miss W Locket, MBE,
founded the Evergreens Club for senior citizens
in the 1960s; regular meetinggere organizedy
Ruby Wilson and Jessie Knight.

The "200" Club (twdwndred subscribers) was
formed in the 1970s to generate funds for repair
and maintenance of the Arbuthnot Hall. The
club holdsa monthly prize dravand an annual
lunch party

Dying Cloth with Woad, Shamley Green
Pageant 1990

Yes, it was wet again at the celebration of the
Queen's Silver Jubilee in 1977. Villages which
decided to have their jollifications a week
earlier certainly had the laugh on us when they
had a heatwave. Many people crowded into
the old chapelwhere therewas an exhibition of
memorabilia. Thefancy dress competition,
with "royalty" to the fore paraded around the
Green but the Wivessroup spirits were rather
dampened irfmore ways than one when they
did their country dancing. However in the
evening many f& enjoyed dancing t@ecords
from the 50s70s.

During the 1960s Bob Tuffs andthers
organized the Shamley Agsation. They
arranged regular bing@venings which were
well supported and dispensed accumulated
funds tosupport the football club and othe
village activities.
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DEVELOPMENT

One of the oldest buses in the \ihge is Lee
Crouch, on thecorner of Northcote Lane and *
Guildford Road. lis a fine example of a typica
mediaeval hall house, the original building,
dating back to the early 14th century. Durin
the Second World War, Lee Croushas the i
home of Algernon and BeaAsprey. §
Algernon wasan artist and anember of the E
family who founded the Bond Street jeweller:
and silversmiths After the Falklands War,
when in hismid-70s, he travelled to the]|
Falkland Islands to paint many of the®
landscapesin watercolours, as a tribute to?®
the menwho fought there.

From a map dated 1640 we knothat
there were some fifty dwellingsand farms in
and around Shamley Greamd Lords Hill. Until
the introduction of the Tithe Redemption
scheme in thel840s landowners or their tenants
were required tocontribute a tenth part of the
value of all produce each year to pay for the
keep of the priest and tonaintain the church.

The Tithe Map of 1843 shows that most of the
fields were in the hands of large landowners such
as Grantley, Street, Wells, Sparkes and
Boughtan. The Apportionment Book, which
contains detailof the fields and tithes reveals
some unusual and interesting names; for
example Further LemonsGreat Bottoms,
Snakes Alley, Shepherds Cross bfitl Crawt.
Much of the land including the larggarms,
sud as Willinghurst, Madgehole, Uppetouse'
and Northcote, was rented out.

Upper House 1988

.

v

Lee Crouch 1913

From mid Victorian times to the 1930s, it was
common for houses to be rented rather than
bought and many people took in lodgers. We
know from the Census return of 1851 that
SamueVirgo had asnany as eight lodgers six of
whom worked at theleather mill at upper
Lostiford

Upper Housein Upper House Lane, originady
farm, was bought in 1874 by Mrs. Ellinor Guthrie,
widow of James Alexander Guthrie. Mrs.
Guthrie employed Norman Shaw, an
eminent Victorianarchitect, to redesign and
enlarge the property toaccommodate her
family of nine children. Hedecision to buy
the property was partly due to the fact that it
was near her Guildford cousins and tratthe
bottom of the garderthere grew nine treesthe
exact number of her family!

AN
T
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During the latter part of thel9th
century  more  substantial S
houses were built such asiE
Willinghurst, high on the hills§
beyond Wilinghurst Farm. The
estate was eventually sold ang
the house is now dided into
two parts.

In 1889, the Grantley Estasold
off a "parcel of land" at Lords
Hill. In May 1898, SiCharles
Crosthwaite bought thisland,
formerly known as
Somerhof, from John Taylor. B

July buildings were planned ana

in 1901 the house calledbhgacrevas completed.

The 1891 Census shows that Shamley Green
was still comparatively small but now consisted
of one hundred and forty dwellings.

In 1913 Mr. Charman bought land, which is now
Stonards Brow cudle-sac. He sold off plots
for building andlived in a house at the bottom
end. Inthe late 1930s Arthur Goff built the
houses inStonards Brow, many of which still
bear his nameon their drain covers. The road
followed the courseof an old footpath across
Stonards Fields and wakeft as a rough
unmetalled road until after the Second
World War.

Sweetwater Lane, originally Stonards Lane, was
re-named during the 1920s, perhaps taking its
name from two old cottages on the Green
which arementioned in the 1851 Census.

It was only in the early 1920s thdevelopment
within the village itself began. The first scheme
by Hambledon Rural District Council
(forerunner of Waverley Borough Council)
was Flanders Ctages on the site of Flanders
Nurseries adjoining th&uildford Road.

In 1920 W.M. Charman from &nleigh
purchased a derelict piece of land in Stroud Lane
upon which he built Oakhurst (Stroud Folly),
with the help of his three sons to start a chicken
farm. Waterdrawn from a well was pumped up
to the tank by ahand pump outside the back
door. Two lenths of string with leaded weights
ran down from the tankthrough holes to the

Willinghurst

kitchen wall. As the tank filledhe weights
descended until they reached a lirseratched
on the kitchen wall so the pumpers wolidow
the tank was full. Michael Harding remméers
that this was very hard work indeed!

Hullbrook Lane was also developed in the 1920s.
Later in the 60s, when the road was widened,
there was a scheme to extend the lane, to join
up with the main Guildford to Horsham Road,
south of Bramley. As part diiis scheme, which
never materialized, dayby for a bus stop was
created (still in existence) a short way beyond
the Hullmead turning.

Also in the 1930s houses were built along the
Guildford Road between School Lane and
Norley Crossroads, which includedhree
bungalows builfor the Valler family.

Just before World War IlI, Hambledon Rural
District Council erected siypairs of houses
overlooking the land which later becaméhe
playground at Lords Hill. Some families, including
the Punters, Balchins andNewmans,
were rehousedthere from the Malt Houseon

the Green, but the sweep "Daisy" Elliott,
preferred toremain. Before long evaegs from
London arrived athe Malt House.

The prefabricated houses, erectdd Garden
Close at the end of the Smad World War
supposedly as "tempary" accommodation,
were still in usaup to the late 1970s. After they had
been demolished, bungalows and a Commity
Centre for older residents werduilt, but
many people preferred thé'prefabs”, which
are still fondly renembered.
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Garden Close prefabs

: ";f é
o f .

Hdllmead

In 1947 the Hullmead houses wetenstructed
for the Council on the sitef Mr. Pyke' s poultry
farm. The builderwas Frank Hewitt of
Cranleigh.Hullmead was built in stage®rigi-
nally there were eighteen houses antivo
bungdows, leading direty on to the Green.
The oldpeople's bungalows followed in 1960
and the flatsa few years later.

In the late 1950s, the
largest development the
village had yet seen
took place at Nursery
Hill, ona part of Virgo's
nurseries. These were
A partly Council ad partly

\\ s private houses,

bungalows and flats;
most of the tenants were

local people. A small
Beearican SRk plantation of Balsam
Cabbages drawingby ~ Poplars was planted

Michael Harding behind the estate and

what a lovely scent they
provide inthe Spring when the leavestart to

open. Nearby, opsite the houses on
the main road, every April the stream
abounds with the yellowspathes of
the AmericanSkunk Cabbage.

Highcroft, consisting o& few private

houses leaohg off Church Hill, was
built in 1963 on land gdining the

Manor House.

The lastgroup development apart
from individual "infilling" was
completed in 1971. This was
Sweetwater Close, built on theld
allotments and a small part of the
orchard of Orchard Cottage. This
necessitated demolition of gair of
semidetached houses forming part
of Souhview Cottage row to make an
entrance to the Close. George Oliver,
who lived in one of the cottages,
worked for Mr. Baker at the village shop
and it washe who planted the lime trees
next to the Arbuthnot Hall in the shape
of a "V' to commemorate Queen
Victoria’'s Dianond Jubilee of 1897.
Sadly these treesuffered badly in the
1987 storm.

Over the years all the houses aroutie Green
have changed hands. QGagies with the
minimum of facilities,some with earth floors,
housing three omore families wee converted
into sigle homes and are now all furnished
with the luxuries of modern day living.

Jubilee Trees 1993
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Many other properties have been extended so
that, in common with villages all over England, first
time buyers find that affordable houses are not

available.
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EMPLOYMENT

Think for a moment of Shamley Green in the
15th century. It was an agricultural hamlet and at
dawn the farm labourers walked to work in the
fields all of which had names which may be seen
onthe Tithe Map of 1843. On some farms the first
man to arrive earned a drink of ale! There
were nonewspapers so that news was passed
by word ofmouth and therefore travelled very
slowly. Mostvillagers would never travel more
than ten milesrom their homes. Apart from their
fires in the shortdays ofwinter, light at night
wasby rushlight;rushes collected in summer,
stripped and dipped ifat which when dry and
lighted were people's onlsneans of light.

The village water supply came from the "dip" or
"dip hole" opposite Lake Cottage which it is
clamed was fed from a spring rising near the
Bricklayers Arms; mains water did not come to
the area until around 1927. Nelly Heather, who
lived at Quoin Cottageecallsthat as a small child
she fellin the "dip" head first and was rescued
by her brother Bily a few minutes before she
might havedrowned. An old lady, Mrs. Hardy,
who lived in part of Shamley House would
stand outside andrattle a bucket whenshe

needed water until Nellypr her sister Esther,
heard the noise and went to fili for her.

Villegers fetched their milk in jugs or wooden
containers from one of the dairy farms in the
neighbourhood.The biggest farms were Haldish,
Franklins, Plonks and Westland.

The Bowbrick family lived in Stonards Hatch
Farm (now demolished) when Stonards Brow-con
sisted of cornfields. There was a gate across the
lane by the farm which had to be shut for one
dayonce a year. Until the 1980s it was possible
to see the gatepost in the bank of April Cottage
oppositethe demolished farm.

In medieval times, there wermany sheep flocks
with the resultant wool and weaving industries.
The cloth made was mostly dyed blue with
woad and was called "Guildford Blue" or
"Kersey". Much oft was sent abroad, even as
far as Florence. A licence to grow woad was
granted in the 16thcentury. Eventually this
trade declined due to copetition arriving from
the Continent and the clotthere was being
illegally stretched to increase iteength and
shrank as soon as it was washed!
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The Valler family lived at The Gables, Lords Hill from the 1840s when Charles and his son were agricultural
workers. The photo shows the house in 1896, demolished in 1932 and rebuilt as Spring Cottage
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Weaving was a cottage industry and the
weavers probablyvorked from Easteds anthe
Court House, where there is evidencerméarks
made by the hooks used for hangitite cloth

to dry after dyeing. Yieldhurstear Lords Hill
was also connected with thisade.

By Georgian times, a tanning industry had
developed,based on the availability of oddark

to provide tannin and hides of cattle arsheep
from local farms, as, for example, &anyard
Farm where the curing of hidesontinued
until the 1880s.

Upper Lostiford Mill was an oil leathéactory
owned by EdwardTwycross from1845 and

Virgo’s Nurseries - now Wistaria Cottage
Oil painting by Francis Virgo

then later by John Pullman, a fellmongéx
dealer in skins). Here they specialized in the
production of chamois leather made from the
skinsof deer, lambs, goats and kids and other
leathersmade from cattle hides and sheep skins.
The mill which stood on the Dowey Farm Estate
was sold in899 to John Courage, a member of
the brewing family, who had it demolished
when Derryswoodvas built.

In the 1850s Richard Sweet Britton, who owned
Surrey House, had his own timber yard and hoop
making business, employing twenty five men. The®
manufacture of wooden hoops was an @

important industry in West Surrey and apart from
supplying to coopers for banding the beer
barrels, the hoopswere in great demand for
containers for flour anddry goods such s

gunpowder produced at millssuch as

Chilworth.

Hurdles for folding sheep were another neces

|

Maintenance Man’s House for Upper Lostiford Mill
(Demolished 1920s)

theseas well as working with the animals from
the 1890sAs a farm labourer, he used to sleep in
the stable atHadish Farm. Folk were tough in
those days!

Osiers used in basket making were grown at
Barnett Farmin Norley Lane which had
special permission by Deed to run this
business. Ottehunts used to take place along
the river here.

Market gardens also playeaprominent part in
employment of thevillage, the largest being the
WonershNurseries of over twenty acres ownég
the Virgo family from the 18404t extended
from the village school to Stonards Brow, and
became fanous abroad as well as in this cayn
especially for soft fruit for whiclthe soil was
particularly suitable.Four generations worked
here.

George Lee in front of Haldish Farm

William Virgo lived at what imow Wistaria
Cottageand hisworkers were accommodated
in alarge hut on the other side of thiane; he

sity. George Lee, born at Shere in 1855, made ysed to ring abell outside his office anneto
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summon them to workthe bell has only recently
been removed). In 1861 William-keiilt a nearby
family property, calling it Rose House (Pellgate)

The next two generations carried on the family
business and in 1892 Witim(junior) had Elmhurst
(now Dene House) built to the same design as
Rose House. Incidentally, he gave and planted the
holly hedge surrounding the churchyard. His wife,
Flora, could often be seen dashing through
the village in her carriage attended by rhe

dalmatiandogs.In 1911, Ernest Virgo (who wore a
scarlet waistoat and gold watch and chain) took
over and in thel91418 war, Land Girls and
Belgian refugeesworked for him and the
nurseries became known &Slanders Nurseries
after the carnage at Flakers inBelgium.

After the war the nurseries were sold and Flan
ders cottages were built on part, being the first
scheme of subslised Council hods
ing in the village. This
accommoddon was for war vet
erans, under theAddison act of
1919,the Lloyd Gerge government

policy of providing "homes for
heroes".

Another nursenpnan , Mr. Billy
Baker, who lived in Lake

Cottagestrained with Mr.Virgo.
He owned anursery in Norley
Lane, growingmostly flowers,
until the Second WorldWar. After
guenching hishirst, he used to walk
home with his employee Mr. George

Tanner in themiddle of the Guildford Road!
Fortunately forthem, it was then litle more
than a lane, with onllight traffic. In 1927 and
1928 Mrs. Lock of Norldyarm gave a holiday to
ten boys owgirls, ageetween nine and twelve,
from the CamberwelFresh Air Fund. They went
home looking better fortheir stay and with
sixpence and a large bunch @bwers each,
donated by Mr. Baker.

Peter Elliott, a most knowledgeable gardener,
helped his fatler plan and care for the Derry's
Wood Estate for John Courage. Later he worked
at the Manor House nursery for Harold Vezey
Strong whose daughter, Phyllida is still much in
demand as a local lady gardener. Peter continued
to care for a number of local gamde until his
death in1989. He lived at Cranfield, Hullbrook
Lane and the dahlias and lilies in his front
garden alwaysvoked admiration and added
to the colour ofHarvest Festival decorations.

There is a record of landgirls in 1917 heaving
sheaves of am at Northcote Farm and spending

the evenings trying to extract the thistle thorns

from their fingers! Landgirls were also much in
evidenceduring the 19391945 War.

Spare a thought when taking a walk on the sandy
heaths in this area, for the charcoal imers

or colliers who plied their ancient trade in the
woods. Theirs was a nomadic life and no trace
of their abodes exists, for they built small huts
with turf and sacking over a pole frame which could
be in use foseveral years. When the family moved
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